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What is the Youth Justice 
Service (YJS)? 
The St Helens Youth Justice Service is a team of 
workers which includes YJS Officers, Intervention 
Workers, Social Workers, Education Welfare  
Officer, National Probation Service worker, Police  
Officer, Volunteer Co-ordinator and Barnardo’s 
Therapists.  These people have lot of different skills 
and can help you with all sort of problems. 
 
 

What does the YJS do? 
The YJS supports children who have been involved 
in offending.  They also help their families and any 
victims of crime. 
 
The YJS also provide a Prevention programme for 
Children where there are concerns that they have 
started to become involved in offending or Anti-
Social Behaviour but might not have been arrested 
or come to the attention of the Police yet.  
 
 

What are Out Of Court  
Disposals (OOCDs)? 
OOCDs are a way for the Police to deal with low 
level offences without sending you to Court.  To get 
an OOCD you must admit to the offence when  
interviewed by the Police.  There are different types 
of OOCD given in St Helens, which are: 
 
 Police Community Resolution 

 Community Resolution (CR) 

 Community Resolution (1st POCD Cannabis) 

 Youth Caution (YC) 

 Youth Conditional Caution (YCC) 

Out of Court Disposals; ROA 

 Community 
Resolution 

 ~ 
Includes  

Early  
Intervention  
Programmes 
&Targeted 

Youth  
Support 

(Defunct) 

 
Informal disposal recorded by  
Police locally. 
  
Not a Conviction and does not 
create a Criminal Record, so ROA 
does not apply. 
  
Might be disclosed in an  
Enhanced DBS Check  

 Caution 
 

 ~ 
Conditional 

Caution 
 

 ~ 
Reprimand 
(Defunct) 

  
~ 

Final Warning 
(Defunct) 

Formal Disposal recorded on the 
Police National Computer (PNC). 
  
Not a conviction but does  
create a criminal record.   
Cautions, Reprimands and Final 
Warning are all spent on the date 
they’re given;  
Conditional Cautions are spent 3 
months after the date they’re  
given. 
  
Will be disclosed in either type of 
DBS Check  

Your cautions and convictions are NOT deleted 
from the PNC after they’ve become spent.   

They stay on your record until you are  
100 years old. 



OTHER OOCDs 

 

 

The Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 
(ROA) and applying for jobs 
 
The ROA says if a person does not get into trouble 
again then old convictions should not be held 
against them.  Convictions can become what is 
called ‘spent’ after a period of time called a  
rehabilitation period.  
 
If you apply for a job and are asked if you have any 
previous convictions you have to answer ‘yes’ if 
you have any that are not spent.  You can usually 
answer ‘no’ if they are spent. 
 

If you apply for a job that is not covered by the 
ROA, the employer will usually ask your agreement 
to check for previous convictions.  This is known as  
a DBS check, which stands for Disclosure and  
Barring Service.  
 
 

 

 
Police Community Resolutions (CR) 
If you have committed an offence, the Police might be 
able to give you a Police Community Resolution.   
 
You and the victim (if there is one) have to agree to it 
and decide a way to make things better.   

 
Referral to the YJS for  an Out of Court  
Disposal (OCCD) 
The Police may think a Police CR or sending you to 
Court is not appropriate.  This may be because of the 
circumstances or how serious the offence is so they 
may refer you to the YJS. 

 
   
You have to agree to receive this OOCD before the 
YJS can undertake any work with you.  
 
If you do not accept the OOCD, the YJS will tell the 
police who will need to decide what to do next and this 
could mean sending you to Court.   

The YJS will: 
 Make sure you admit the offence and are willing 

to work with the YJS 
 Come and see you and whoever looks after you  
 Complete an assessment which will be looked 

at by a panel, which includes YJS staff, a Police 
officer and a community volunteer who will  

     decide what out of court disposal is best for you 
 Agree a plan of work with you 
 Work with you on the areas / problems identified 

and support you in trying to improve your life.  
This could also include repairing the harm 
caused to the victim 

Things you might be asked to do by the Police  
 Make an apology 
 Pay / give back something that was stolen. 
 Pay for something that was damaged (low value) 

Community Resolution for 1st Possession 
of  a Controlled Drug (POCD ) for Cannabis 
If the Police find you in possession of Cannabis for 
the 1st time they will: 
 Take you home (unless there is a reason they 

have to take you to a police station) 
 Speak to your Parents or whoever looks after you.  
 Tell the YJS who will contact you to do some work 
 
If you do not complete the work agreed the YJS will 
tell the Police.  You  will be sent a letter saying that if 
you get into trouble again, you might not be able 
 to receive another OOCD. 

YJS Community Resolution (CR) 
If you do not complete all the work agreed, the YJS 
will tell the Police.  You will be sent a letter saying 
that if you get into trouble again, you might not be 
able to receive another OOCD. 

Youth Caution (YC) 
YCs are issued by the Police, usually by the YJS  
Police Officer.   They are not a conviction but it  
means you will have a criminal record. 
    
YCs can be given with or without intervention by the 
YJS.  If there is intervention agreed and you do not 
complete it, the YJS will tell the Police.  You will be 
sent a letter saying that if you get into trouble again, 
you might not be able to receive another OOCD. 

Youth Conditional Caution (YCC) 
YCC’s are issued by the Police.  These are  
different from the other OOCD’s because if  you do 
not finish all the work set out by your YJS worker it 
might mean you have to go to Court to be  
sentenced for the offence. 

If there is a victim, they may be told about your  
progress on the work you have agreed to do. 

Some jobs are ‘exempt’ from the ROA.  This 
means that you have to tell the employer about 
convictions, even if they are spent.   
 
A job application form should say if it is  
exempt from the ROA. 

There are 2 types of DBS checks: 
Standard - This check will tell about any current 
or spent cautions and convictions recorded on 
the Police National Computer (PNC).  
 
Enhanced - This check can add any other  
information held on local Police records like 
CRs. 


